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Meyer resigns from University to head LHS Association
Dr. Ben Moore of English & Comm. Department appointed interim Academic Dean
by Sara Lubbes,
News and Features Editor
As of May 1, Dr. Judy
Meyer, VP and dean of academic
affairs, will leave the University
to become president of the
Lutheran High School Associa
tion.
This Association currently
governs both Lutheran High
School South and Lutheran High
School North, which together
have a population of approxi
mately 1100 students and 150
faculty and staff.
“This job is part of a fam
ily tradition,” Meyer said. Her
father-in-law, Kermit Meyer,
was president of the Association
in the 1970’s, and both Meyer

and her husband attended the dedication and determination to
advance the mission of the Uni
area Lutheran high schools.
“It’s the kind of opportu versity,” Golden said. “For that,
nity that only comes along once and so much more, I am grate
in your life,” she said.
ful.”
Meyer is also grateful for
Meyer arrived at the Uni
versity in June 1999, and has her time at the University.
“I’m going to miss
been instrumental in many im
Fontbonne,” she
provements,
commented.
“I’ve
including,
“
I
’
m
going
to
miss
enjoyed
being
most recently,
stimulated by my
the addition of
Fontbonne,” said
work with the fac
advertising,
Meyer
ulty. We have a
sports man
great group of
agement, and
people who are creative and very
biotechnology majors.
In a campus-wide state concerned about their students.”
Although she has enjoyed
ment, University president Dr.
Dennis Golden wished Meyer her job as academic dean, Meyer
has had other career goals.
success in her new job.
“When I came to the Uni
“(She) has worked with

versity, they knew my goals for
the future. I eventually wanted
to be a president of a college,”
she said. “But then this other
opportunity was given to me.”
Meyer added she is disap
pointed that she will miss the
academic convocation in May.
“It always makes me very
proud,” she said. “We have a
very diverse group of students,
and I love seeing a grandchild
out there cheering for their
grandmother who just com
pleted her college degree.”
“Fontbonne can be very
proud of its students,” she added.
“We have a really terrific student
body.”

(See “Dr. Meyer,” page 3)

Academic Convocation redesigned for Fall 2003
Plan features three events, starts new tradition of presenting students with stoles

Dating, Mating, and
Marriage at the University
seepage 10

Professor’s talented pup
helps children
seepage 11

“As You Like It” review
see page 12

It’s okay to be single
see page 13
Graduation bad luck
(hopefully) ends
see page 14

What to do about email
forwards
see page 15

Cassin’s last column
see page 16

Index
News............ 2-3
Sports......... 4
Features.... 5-12
Opinion..... 13-16

April/May
2003

by Colene McEntee,
Editor-in-Chief
At colleges and universi
ties across the nation, Academic
Convocation provides a motiva
tional and inspirational start to
the school year. Unfortunately at
the University, lack of atten
dance over the past four years re
duced the event to just a quick
mention in calendars. As a result,
the tradition has been made-over
and revitalized in an effort to
increase student interest and par
ticipation.
“1 think the changes we
propose are positive and it is a
good plan,” said Judy Meyer,
vice president and dean for aca
demic affairs. “The fact that the
new plan combines three per
spectives on the University—the
academic, community, and spiri
tual—makes it strong.”
The Convocation Task
Force Committee was formed in
October 2002 and assigned by
Dr. Dennis Golden, president of
the University, to make improve
ments to the ceremony. Led by
Meyer and comprised of faculty,
staff, and students, the Commit
tee met with the various con
stituencies that make up the Uni
versity community to obtain
their opinions and constructed a
final report of recommendations.
Set for September 3,2003,
the expanded Academic Convo
cation coordinates a set of activi

ties that emphasize the academic
mission, social community, and
spiritual mission and foundation
of the University. In the past, the
school year began with several
events, including Mass of the
Holy Spirit, the Alumni Associa
tion Welcome-Back-BBQ, and
Convocation. These events were
scattered throughout the first
few weeks of the school year.
The new convocation plan
will incorporate the three events
into one Convocation Day em
phasizing “Learning, Lunch,
and Liturgy.” The day will be
gin with Convocation in the
Dunham Student Activity Cen
ter at 10:45 a.m., followed by the
Mass of the Holy Spirit and the
Alumni Association’s BBQ af
terwards. Convocation and
Mass of the Holy Spirit will sub
stitute for the 10:30 and 12:30
class hours.
“In the past, we’ve had all
these different beginnings,” said
Dave Ebenhoh, director of cam
pus ministry and member of the
Convocation Task Force com
mittee. “Putting them all to
gether in one day gets all the
events more attention and it be
comes a more powerful begin
ning to the year.”
In addition, the day now
incorporates a theme that will
then be carried out throughout
the academic year in other
celebratory events. The 2003
theme features the new Univer

sity tagline, “Learn More. Be
More.” Rev. Charles Bouchard,
O.P., president of the Aquinas
Institute of Theology and Con
vocation speaker, is in discus
sions with the Committee to cen
ter his address on the theme.
In line with starting new
traditions, students attending
Convocation will receive a stole
during the “Commissioning of
Students” portion of the cer
emony. Students will be pre
sented with the stoles by faculty,
staff, student and alumni repre
sentatives and will be encour
aged to wear the stole to subse
quent convocations and to their
Commencement.
“The Committee and I
liked the notion of presenting a
visible symbol of participation
and tradition,” said Meyer.
Faculty and staff are sup
portive of the plan. “They did
raise questions regarding the lo
gistics of how faculty and stu
dents would substitute the events
for class time,” said Meyer. “The
Committee is still working on
developing these strategies.”
A more aggressive market
ing campaign is also in the works
by the Committee to assure that
all members of the University
community recognize the impor
tance of the day and feel wel
come. Posters and flyers de
signed by University students
will be placed around campus
and the scheduled events will be

photo by Colene McEntee
Fontbanner photo editor Bryan
Smith dons the proposed stole that
will be presented to students at the
Academic Convocation on
September 3,2003.

featured on the University
website. The entire University
community will also receive
email invitations.
Sarah Heger, SGA presi
dent and member of the task
force, talked to students to gather
their thoughts about the
Committee’s plans and found
that they are enthusiastic about
the new ceremony. “I found that
a lot of students had either never
been to Convocation or didn’t
know it was happening,” said
Heger. “The all day event is a
great idea.”
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Tuition to increase New majors provide more options
Advertising, Sports Management,
for 2003-04 year Unique
Biotechnology programs begin in fall 2003
Extra funds will go towards building
improvements, enhancement of academics
by Abby Miller,
Reporter

quality,” said Zack.
“It’s hard to predict year to
year what changes might occur
with tuition. Higher education,
in general, has faced more rapid
price increases for its inputs
(salaries, benefits, technology,
etc.) than other sectors of the
economy,” added Zack.
Campus reconstruction is
also an area where the increased
tuition funds will be distributed.
According to Zack, renovations
are generally covered by an ex
isting budget, with help from
external grants and gifts.
A report from Cornell Uni
versity states that for at least a
century, tuition at selective pri
vate colleges and universities
has risen annually by two or
three percent more than the rate
of inflation.
“As long as the money
goes to stuff that will help with
my education, 1 don’t mind the
tuition increase,” said one Uni
versity freshman.
Zack expects to see cam
pus renovations continue next
year. “Also, expenditures on
scholarships and financial aid
will increase to help students and
families keep up with the in
creased expense,” said Zack.

by Colene McEntee
Editor-in-Chief

Beginning in Fall 2003, the
University will offer three new
degree programs in Advertising,
This fall, the University’s
Sports Management, and Bio
tuition will increase by 5.8%,
technology. These majors come
adding another $786 onto what
as the result of strategic plan ini
is already paid by full-time stu
tiatives, collaborative faculty
dents. This brings the total cost
efforts and market research of
of tuition for most students to
career demand and student inter
approximately $14,200, depend
est. Two of the three majors are
ing on housing and meal plans.
the first of their kind in the St.
“The reasons are varied,
Louis area.
but they can be divided into
“These new programs will
those that all organizations face
help us work to attract new stu
(salary expenses, rising cost of
dents and retain current stu
benefits for employees, etc.) and
dents,” said Judy Meyer, vice
those that are more unique to
president and dean for academic
Fontbonne,” said Gary Zack,
affairs. Meyer supervised the
vice president of finance and
development of the three majors.
administration.
The advertising major is
Much of the extra money
unique because no other school
that the University will receive
in the region offers an under
next year will go toward salaries
graduate degree in advertising.
for faculty and staff, but accord
“We wanted to offer students a
ing to Zack, students will also
major that would prepare them
see benefits from the increase.
for a career that would require
“Specific initiatives are
creativity and knowledge of
under consideration right now
sound business practices,” said
by the University’s planning and
Ben Moore, interim vice presi
budget committee and won’t be
dent and dean for academic af
finalized until the Board of
fairs. Moore worked with sev
Trustees meets in April. These
eral other faculty members from
include possible new programs,
a variety of departments in de
faculty positions, and other en
veloping the program. “It will
hancements to our academic
offer students the opportunity to
link an interest in communica
tion and creativity with profes
sional goals, including graduate
study in advertising and work in
the field of advertising.”
The interdisciplinary ma
jor combines existing courses
from a variety of programs, in
cluding art, psychology, busi
ness, communications, and En
Editor-in-Chief: Colene McEntee
glish. In addition, a set of five
Copy Editor: Patrick Cassin
advertising courses were devel
Features and News Editor. Sara Lubbes
oped. Upon completion of the
Layout Editor. Beth Miller
program, students will submit a
portfolio from their work in
Sports Editor: Jamar Love
these courses. Students also have
Opinion and Photo Editor: Bryan Smith
the option to choose a concen
tration in design, marketing &
research, or writing & public re
lations. Faculty developed the
Staff Reporters: Peter Cartier, Jami Cale, Roshina Doss,
program over the past year and
Jerry Eidson, Andrea Gazzoli, Abby Miller, Amanda
then the major was reviewed by
Patterson, Mary Rott, Laura Langford-Smith, Tim
several advertising professionals
Wescovich
in the St. Louis area before fi
nalization.
Faculty Adviser: Dr. Jason Sommer
“For students, it will be a
challenging but rewarding pro
Three issues published per semester.
gram,” said Mark Douglas, as
Printed by Press Journal Printing, Louisiana, Missouri.
sistant professor of art. “For the
school, it is an example of how
responsive the University is to
--------------------------------------------------------------------- —------------ ' demands in the contemporary
job market.”

Fontbanner Staff

technology major. “Largely, the
St. Louis Metropolitan Area is
becoming known and defining
itself as the “Bio Belt of the
Midwest,” said Tommie Frison,
assistant professor of biology
and chair of the department of
biological and physical sciences.
“The University is establishing
the role we play in making St.
Louis the ‘Bio Belt’ because no
other university in the area of
fers a biotechnology program at
the bachelor’s level.”
According to material pro
vided by Frison, biotechnology
is the application of advanced
biological techniques in the
manufacturing of industrial
products. Much of the
department’s coursework al
ready involved biotechnology:
the plan for this new major takes
the credits from those upper di
vision courses to form four
strictly biotechnology lab
courses. The courses will also
emphasize hands-on instruction
and ethics as the department al
lows only four students to be
enrolled per class.
The Biological and Physi
cal Science department is under
_ __ _____ —------------------------going many changes to prepare
for next fall. Offices are being
As another interdiscipli rearranged to provide for more
lab space; Prison’s office will
nary major that will eventually
be housed under the Department even be transformed into the
central biotechnology lab. A
of Business and Administration,
the Sports Management major new faculty member, Dr. Libby
Rayhel, has also been hired to
provides a different focus than
start implementing the new ma
traditional coaching programs.
While coaching courses are a jor.
“This is the best thing I
component, the core courses of
the major are business and man could have initiated since I’ve
been here,” said Frison. “We had
agement courses. Other classes
that make up the program in to be very careful where we fo
clude biology, kinesiology, nu cused our energy. The program
falls right between the associate
trition and health/fitness courses.
Cheryl Houston, instructor of and graduate levels. This is not
by accident—we found this
human environmental sciences,
is one of many faculty and staff space.”
The Biotechnology, Ad
who were instrumental in devel
vertising, and Sports Manage
oping the program.
As she did with the other ment majors were approved by
the FGA at their February 12,
programs, Meyer met people in
March 12, and April 9 meetings,
the Sports Management industry
respectively. The Board of
to alert them to the University’s
Trustees approved the Biotech
new major. “Local employers,
nology major in late March and
such as Sports Authority and the
approved the Advertising and
Clayton Recreation Center, are
Sports Management majors at
interested in establishing intern
their April 26 meeting. All three
ships with the University,” said
majors are currently working on
Meyer. “They are very excited
and this is a great opportunity for hiring faculty for the new
courses. In addition, all new
students.”
The Department of Bio classes in the majors will be of
fered gradually as the programs
logical and Physical Sciences
also responded to career market do not need to offer senior level
courses immediately.
demand in developing the Bio

Additionally, the Univer
sity assessed the need for the
Sports Management major after
watching prospective and cur
rent athletes pick other institu
tions because of their sports
management programs. Accord
ing to Meyer, some student ath
letes who do choose to stay at the
University have problems find
ing an academic home for their
interests. “We hope that this ma
jor helps those students become
more engaged and help build a
sense of community,” said
Meyer.

Two of the
three majors
are the first
of their kind
in the
St. Louis area
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Resident assistants chosen for ‘03-’04 Seminar stresses first
Applicants endured competitive interview process impressions in business
President & founder of Etiquette Plus
instructs University students, faculty
some of the important factors in
making a good first impression
non-verbally. “We may know
Not even the most quali how to be polite, but it’s the little
fied innovative genius in his/her things like polishing your shoes
line of work can always land a that we just don’t think about,”
said freshman Nick Morris.
job without proper etiquette.
Some were amazed to
Dianne O. Isbell, president of
learn
about the formalities of eEtiquette Plus, spoke on campus
mail
in
the professional setting.
about instant spoilers in general
office etiquette during her semi “I didn’t realize a lot of things
like not using emoticons in busi
nar “Etiquette For Today’s New
Technology” held on April 10 in ness,” said Paula Rosmanitz,
alumni and marketing coordina
the AMC.
tor for OPTIONS.
“In today’s competitive
Isbell began her etiquette
market place, we have to really
look at the whole picture includ consulting career as the Direc
ing our education, resumes, in tor of Protocol for a major com
terviewing skills and knowing mand of the United States Air
proper etiquette,” said Carol Force. She set protocol proce
Dillon, associate dean for adult dures for more than 75,000 per
sonnel worldwide. She wrote
student development. Dillon and
presented
briefings to senior
staff made arrangements for
Isbell to visit the University and ranking general officers, foreign
speak on the topic. “From speak dignitaries, Heads of State, and
ing to other career professionals, wrote booklets for military cer
we heard that offering work emonies and customs.
She studied successful
shops in business etiquette was
people
and read books on eti
fulfilling an unmet need,” added
quette. As a result of this and
Dillon.
jlwApwrisncr .with.the ILS.
informational packet she distrib government, various people
uted to all attendees, Isbell spoke asked her advice on the subject,
asking her to teach their busi
on dressing for success, general
office etiquette, cellular phone nesses and show their own chil
etiquette, facsimile etiquette, dren proper etiquette. This is
computer and e-mail etiquette how she began her company,
Etiquette Plus. Later, Isbell was
and cocktail manners.
“You never get a second asked to write a weekly column
chance to make a first impres on etiquette for the Belleville
News Democrat. She’s been
sion,” said Isbell.
As she modeled her small writing the column since 1987.
“I think the most important
pearl earrings, matching neck
thing
to remember (in etiquette)
lace and brooch, light make-up
is
the
Golden
Rule: Treat people
and neatly styled hair, Isbell
spoke about the importance of the way you would like to be
neat, clean hair, and not over treated,” Isbell said.
doing the jewelry, make-up or
perfume. Isbell also illustrated
the rules of dressing appropri
ately and said people should
look presentable even when go
ing to the grocery store because
you never know whom you may
meet.
“The person could be
someone to offer you a six-fig
ure job,” Isbell said.
She noted how a shorter
person can look taller in a solid
color. Many in the audience
gasped when she said that
whether man or woman, the
taller you are, the higher the sal photo by Colene McEntee
Isbell (above at right) instructs the
ary you are likely to make.
Students, staff and alumni audience in proper etiquette at her
were also surprised to hear about seminar on AprillO.

by Laura Langford-Smith,
Reporter

photos by Bryan Smith
New resident assistants this year (from left to right) are Erica Jones, Jill Bernard, and Colene McEntee. Bryan
Smith (not pictured) will also be returning to the position.

by Sara Lubbes,
News and Features Editor
Senior Colene McEntee
was nervous. She couldn’t think
about anything else. She sat in
her apartment in Southwest Hall
and obsessed about when she
would get the news. Then, she
received a letter in her mailbox.
She was in. She had to call
all of her friends.
“I got R.A., I got R.A,” she
exclaimed, relieved that the long
selection process was finally
over.
McEntee is one of three
new resident assistants at the
University, along with sopho
more Erica Jones and junior Jill
Bernard, who will be working
as a R.A. for the 2003-2004
school year. Senior Bryan Smith
is also returning to the position.
R.A. duties include coun
seling students, coordinating
resident hall meetings and ac
tivities, and working closely
with the offices of Student Af
fairs and Residential Life. In
addition, all R.A.’s are required
to remain on campus for three
weekends a month, as well as
sleep in their rooms each night
of the week. In return, the stu
dents receive a $ 1000 cash sti
pend, as well as free room and
board.
Because the job includes
extensive responsibilities, the
University is careful to select the
right candidates for the position.
“A lot of responsibility
comes with the job,” com
mented Carla Hickman, director
of residential life and coordina
tor of the R.A. selection process.
“It’s a real role model position,
and we want to make sure we

have the right people.”
and weaknesses are.
McEntee, Jones, Bernard
“This is the first job inter
and Smith endured several
view for some students,” she
months of interviews and activi added. “Some of them have told
ties before being selected out of me that the R.A. interview pro
a group of approximately 10 ap cess prepared them for an actual
plicants.
job interview.”
“There were a lot of good
Next, in order to evaluate
people this year (who applied for how well the candidates work in
the R.A. position) ... so 1 feel
groups, Hickman had students
very honored to be chosen,” participate in a group interview.
McEntee said.
During this day of group activi
Hickman agreed that this ties, students worked together to
year’s R.A. selection process build a tower out of candy
was extremely competitive.
among other tasks.
“We had some very quali
“We wanted to see what
fied candidates,” she said. “It their thought process would be
was a tough decision.”
like,” said Hickman, “along with
In order to choose which how they interact with others,
students would best fit the R.A.
because, as an R.A., they will be
job, Hickman, along with current part of a team.”
R.A.’s and Student Affairs staff
“We also want to get a feel
members, got to know the can for their values, where the per
didates through an extensive ap son stands,” she added.
plication process involving inter
Because R.A.’s work
views and group activities.
closely with University staff,
First, all interested full- various members of the Student
time students who are sopho Affairs staff then interviewed the
mores or above and have lived candidates.
on campus for at least two se
“They are able to pick up
mesters are encouraged to sub on threads that I may have
mit an R.A. application. Candi missed,” commented Hickman.
dates must also have a GPA of at
After this two-month long
least 2.5 and present two letters
selection process, Hickman was
of recommendation.
finally able to make a decision
After applications were regarding the four vacant R.A.
submitted, Hickman and current positions. Additionally, two cur
R.A.’s interviewed each candi rent R.A.’s will be returning to
date.
the job next year, and one will
“The (application) tells me
be working at an off-campus lo
if the student thinks they’re ca cation.
pable,” Hickman said, “but the
McEntee, Jones, Bernard,
interview tells me how well the
and Smith attended a St. Louis
student can communicate.”
area R.A. training session on
During the initial inter April 5. As of press time,
view, Hickman asked students Hickman had not announced hall
why they believed they could be placement for the new R.A.’s.
an R.A. and what their strengths

“Dr. Meyer,” from page 1
While the University
searches for a replacement for
Meyer, Dr. Ben Moore, formerly
the Chairperson of the English
and Communication depart
ment, has been named interim

VP and dean for academic af

fairs.
Moore, who returned early
from a semester-long sabbatical,
will serve in the position for the
remainder of the current aca

demic year and then from July
2003 to July 2004. Dr. Jason
Sommer will serve as Chair of
English and Communication
Department during that time.
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Mens and womens tennis
work through early slump

Griffins baseball team ranked
top 50 in nation, sixth in region

by Jerry Eidson,
Reporter

by Jamar Love,
Sports Editor

The mens and womens ten
nis teams have been struggling
early in the season. The mens
team, led by senior Stanley
Kohn and freshman David
Doerhoff, is in an 0-5 slump so
far.
They started the season
with an away loss to Central
College, in Iowa. They went on
to lose 8-1 and 9-0 to Tri-Illinois
College, and then lost 3-6
against Concordia.
“We are looking for some
good things from this years
team. I have seen significant
improvements since the first
match of the year. We have
some good kids with good tal
ent. My goal is to have them use
their strengths to their advan
tage,” said coach Keith Quigley.
On March 30, the men lost
6-1 against McMurray College.
The only winner was Mike
Square, playing in the sixth spot
in the singles category. He won
the first game in a close 7-6 fin
ish. He dropped the second
game in a 0-6 loss, and then
came back to finish off in a 9-7
win. 1 ne team also toil z-3 Co
Lewis and Clark Community
College and 2-5 to Greenville.
“Mike played a terrific
match against MacMurray. Af
ter losing the second game, it
showed a lot of composure to

come back and finish off with a
close win,” said Doerhoff.
The women have also had
a tough start, losing their first
game to Central College in Iowa.
They are led by Junior Michelle
Kuehler, Sophomore Angel
Linn, and Junior Katie Forand.
“Kuehler has improved
and is very hard -working with
a desire to win. Linn is an ex
cellent athlete, and Forand is one
of our top newcomers,” said
coach Quigley.
The women have startedoff the season with a 0-3 record.
They lost 0-7 to Principia, 1-6
to MacMurray and 4-5 to Cen
tral Iowa. The team has won
some singles and doubles
matches, but they haven’t won
yet as a whole. Even though the
team has been losing, they are
showing some promise accord
ing to Kuehler.
“We are very strong and
we have a lot of talent. We just
aren’t used to winning at all yet.
As soon as we get a win I think
our team spirit will rise and help
us to win in the future,” said
Kuehler.
The women finish the sea
son ugarnst AiMyvniU’tJJviv®’’
sity, Westminister College and
Stephens College. “I hope we
can pick it up and get a couple
of wins under our belt,” said
Kuehler.

The Griffins baseball
team’s record stands atop the
SLIAC conference for the first
time since the 2000 season at 81 and 16-7, winning 16 of their
last 20 games so far. As of April
15, they rank in the top 50 in the
nation and #6 in the central re
gion. This is the first time since
1997 that any Griffins’ baseball
team has been ranked.
“It is nice to see a group of
guys come out to play and give
it their all,” said senior pitcher
Chad Harrison. “Winning is
fun.”
Harrison has pitched 14
innings in the last two games,
giving up only five hits between
Maryville and Greenville, and
three earned runs.
Now the team will focus on
SLIAC conference opponents,
including Westminister on April
20 and Blackbum on April 27.
In the last three years, the Grif
fins have a combined record of
0-10 against Westminister. Ac
cording to senior pitcher Reggie
Tillitt, these upcoming series are
important because those teams
only have two conference losses
as of April 15. If the Griffins
sweep both teams, they will
clinch the conference title.

“We want to continue to

Lady Griffins softball sport first place, 4-0

record in SLIAC conference play this season
by Jamar Love,
Sports Editor
Led by pitcher junior
Holly Reichel and freshman
catcher/oulfielder Erica Jones,
the Lady Griffins softball team
is now in first place with a 4-0
record in SLIAC conference
play after coming up victorious
against Blackburn in a double
header on April 13. The team
won by the scores of 5-3 and
4-2.
“On any given day we
can be good, but when we play
our ‘A’ game, we are unstop
pable,” said Jones.
The team participated in
the Washington University
tournament on March 28-30.
The doubleheader games
against Washington U. ended
up in a split. In game one, the
Lady Griffins lost in a 1-0,

shutout. The second game had
Reichel pitching through seven
innings, giving up just a single
mn as the team won 3-1.
“We did well in both
games, being that Wash. U. is
number 14 in the nation,” said
Reichel. “But we should have
won both games.”
The ladies picked up their
first wins of the season when
they played a doubleheader
against Greenville on March
11. The first game was a shut
out victory, 9-0. The team won
the second game by the score
of 6-3.
“|I feel] really relieved,”
said Reichel. “Not only did I
have expectations for myself,
1 satisfied everyone's expecta
tions, and not only was it awe
some, it was ‘now let’s just en
joy ourselves.’”
Reichel is a transfer stu

dent who played for Division
II powerhouse Washbum Uni
versity. According to her, the
love of the game and the team
chemistry makes playing for
the Lady Griffins fun.
“It made me realize
what I am playing softball
for—the love of the game,”
she said.
In the early part of the
season, the inclement weather
led to many cancellations and
postponements of games
against conference oppo
nents. Injuries have also been
problem. At one time, the
Lady Griffins had eight of 30
players hurt or injured.
In an April 4 game
against Knox College,
Reichel had two doubles and
home run pitched five and a

(see “Softball,” page 6)

play good,” said Tillitt. “The
winning will take care of it
self.”
“These games are do or
die,” added Harrison.
March 3 was opening
day for the Griffins’ baseball
team as they took on William
Woods University in a
doubleheader. In game one,
the team rallied, but fell short
losing 11-10. The second
game saw the Griffins rally
again, but with the result—a
loss, 13-9.
“It was two games that we
should of won, now that we are
so good,” said Harrison “It left
a sour taste in our mouths.”
Weather and baseball
clashed as the team’s outing with
Mount Saint Clare and Coe Col
lege was postponed on March 3
and 7, respectively.
The Griffins tallied their
first win of the season on March
12 when they played against
Harris-Stowe State College. Al
though they lost the first game,
5-4, the team somehow put to
gether a 15-9 win in the second
game of their doubleheader.
“It was a relief to get our
mScWhz,:"
to start building on that.”
During the University’s
spring break, the Griffins partici
pated in the Florida Spring
Training Tournament on March
16-21. The team got the oppor-

photo by Bryan Smith
The top-rankedGriffins Baseball
team (above) takes a break to
pose before going to an away
game.

tunity to play against teams from
all over the country including
Amherst (Mass.), Hamilton, UMass at Boston, and Edgewood.
The team came out of the tour
nament successful by winning
six out of eight games.
“It felt really good,” said
Tillitt. “We won six and lost two,
and we came a long way.”
The Griffins won their first
SLIAC conference games on
March 25 by defeating Principia,
11-7 and 12-2 at home The
team’s record was 9-5 after beat
ing Wisconsin-Platteville, 4-3
and losing to meir non-comefence rivals, Washington, by the
score of 8-5, during the Wash
ington University tournament on
March 29.

(see “Baseball,” page 7)
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Award Winning poet Allison Funk visits
University, reads and teaches with work

photo by Bryan Smith
Funk (above) visited the
University to read her poetry on
March 27.

by Patrick Cassin,
Copy Editor
“I know nothing and have
a horrible memory,” said Allison
Funk when she visited the Uni
versity on March 27 to read po
ems from her latest book, The
Knot Garden. She also took time
before the event to explain to
students her process of writing
a poem.
Funk, the author of three
books of poetry, Forms of Con
version, Living at the Epicenter,
and The Knot Garden, has re
ceived several awards, including
the Celia B. Wagner Prize from
the Poetry Society of America
and a fellowship from the Na
tional Endowment for the Arts.
From World War II to gar
dening and pruning, and from
painting to Whooping Cranes,
Funk’s poetry focuses heavily on
images. “When I write, 1 begin
with an image from reality and
let the metaphor develop,” said
Funk. After finding an image
that interests her, Funk sets out
to research it and from this re
search she writes the details of
the poem.
“The details from 'On
Pruning’ came from a gardening
book that was on my coffee
table,” said Funk.
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Of course, Funk
said this method of writ
ing can lead to some
awkward moments.
“When 1 was read
ing a poem about Mon
arch butterflies at a Uni
versity in North Caro
lina, I had to read along
side a man who was lit
erally an expert on
them. He had written a
book about Monarchs
that was over 500 pages,
and had tracked their
migration pattern all the
way from Canada to
Mexico. I was so re
lieved when he ap
proached me afterwards
and told me I had got
ten every detail exactly
right,” said Funk.
Though some of her poems
may come from things she has
not directly experienced, there
are intensely personal images in
others. “My poem How it Ends
is about the death of my cousin
Jimmy,” said Funk. “He used to
swim underwater across a cove
because he thought being able to
hold his breath longer would
help him become a better wres
tler. I tried to imagine what his
last moments must have been
like.”
Funk then shared an image
that led to another poem, After
Ovid. “I saw a pool of water with
constant motion in it, and at first
I thought there was something
underneath the sand. When I
asked my brother, the scientist,
about it, he couldn’t explain it,
so in the poem it became myth,”
said Funk. “It reminded me of
something I was reading in
Ovid, about a goddess of water
who, out of grief for the loss of
a child, became the water itself.”
“I read a story about the
endangered whooping cranes,
and how there were so few of
them left that people had to dress
up like cranes in order to teach
them how to migrate,” Funk said
as she introduced her final poem,
The Whooping Crane.
Funk read, “To where, if
they arrive, the flock will win
ter over/ in the southern haven
of a salt marsh/ and, come
spring, fly back without him,
wild.”

Do you know someone who would be
a great profile subject for the
Fontbanner?
Email us at fontbanr@fontbonne.edu

Annual Kids Day features petting zoo
Face painting, carnival games make up “Country Fair” theme

photos by Bryan Smith
Senior Jenny Lambert (at left) and
FAB Events Chair Rachel Curtis
(at right) pose with Kids Day
attendees.

by Mandy Patterson,
Reporter
A miniature cow, potbel
lied pig, chickens and several
goats seen roaming outside of
the Dunham Student Activities
Center on Saturday, March 29,
were not an attempt to turn the
campus into farmland. Instead,
these critters were a part of Kids
Day. The theme of the event,
was ‘Country Fair.” In addition
to the petting zoo, carnival
games and cotton candy were
there to enjoy at this free annual
event.
Rachel Curtis, events chair
for FAB, organized Kids Day.
Curtis has taken part in the event
for several years and was once
again satisfied with the turn out.
“There were many students, fac
ulty and children that partici
pated,” commented Curtis. “We
had many more children than we
expected.”
Students and faculty were

invited to bring
family
and
friends to partici
pate in Kids Day.
“My grandson,
Oliver, is from
Davenport, Iowa
and always wants
to stay with
grandma this
time of year so he
can go to Kids
Day,” said Mary
Abkemeier, professor of Math
ematics and Computer Science.
“For three years now, Oliver has
been coming to this event. It’s
always a lot of fun and very or
ganized.”
The event began at 2 p.m.
with a storyteller. Next, the chil
dren had the chance to interact
with different animals at the pet
ting zoo, provided by Cindy
Zoo. A camel, llama, miniature
cow, bunnies, goats, sheep, pig
and a tortoise were some of the
animals that the children could
observe and feed.
Carla Hickman, director of
residential life, brought her
daughter Rachel and
son Daniel.
“I liked feeding
the baby goats and the
cow was really cool,”
said Daniel.
“I thought the
camel was going to
spit on me and then
the cow drooled on
me,” said Rachel.
Inside
the
DSAC were more activities for
the kids. The Millipede, pro
vided by Fun Source, was a large
tunnel resembling the insect and

became a big hit. It was filled
with air for the children to
bounce through. The children
also played several carniyal
games provided by Partyland.
The volunteers from FAB took
Polaroids of the kids as they
played. The children then con
structed frames around the pic
ture with Popsicle sticks to re
semble picket fences.
After the children worked
up an appetite, they were given
cotton candy, popcorn and pink
lemonade.
Jenna Bollinger, FAB com
munity service chair and one of
the twelve volunteers at Kids
Day, was glad to help with the
event. “I like Kids Day because
it involves students who
wouldn’t likely come to other
events,” said Bollinger. “It ap
peals to a different type of stu
dent.”
Melissa Heintz, volunteer
face painter, said, “It was a great
chance for faculty and students
to bring children and participate
in a free and fun packed day.”

photo by Bryan Smith
Kids feed a baby cow from Cindy’s
Zoo at Kids Day.

Students make unique sacrifices for Lent
by Jerry Eidson,
Reporter
Of all of the things he
could give up for Lent, Univer
sity senior Mark Lake chose red
meat, including hamburgers,
steak, and pork. He decided not
to give up one of the normal
Lenten sacrifices, and go for
something that is out of the or
dinary.
“I feel that it is a healthy
thing to give up and I will miss
it a lot. It is also a huge sacri
fice because it is very hard not
to eat a burger,” said Lake.
For University students,
candy and soda are items that are
very popular to give up. Seniors
Katy Adams and Emily
Robinson gave up soda and
sweets.

“I drink soda every day. I
gave up soda because I knew it
would be something that I would
miss. It is also a healthy
change,” said Robinson.
Another student with a
sweet tooth decided to stop eat
ing brownies.
“It was getting out of con
trol. I would eat brownies al
most every day, and I couldn’t
get enough of them. It is some
thing that is hard for me to do,”
said senior Maureen Rauscher.
Junior Carrie Stindel gave
up chocolate all together.
“I love chocolate. It is
something that I come across
every day, no matter where I am.
I feel that if I can give up some
thing that is so tempting to me, I
am truly making a sacrifice. I.
even put a candy bar on my desk

in my room to tempt me every
day,” said Stindel.
There are many students
who have given up beer for Lent,
some for reasons unknown. It
is a sacrifice for most people
because college students do
drink a lot.
“We would always drink.
I feel that if I give up something
I do so much of, I am making a
good sacrifice. It is also healthy
to stay away from drinking for a
while,” said an anonymous stu
dent.
Senior Kurt Brown gave
Lent an interesting twist by giv
ing up Budweiser.
“I like the taste of
Budweiser so much, I felt it
would be hard to give it up. I

(See “Lent,” page 12)
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The Nonstop Association holds first Profile of a University student
Sommer made mark in local
banquet/silent auction on campus
political scene, interned in D.C.
Organization works to help children in group, foster homes

photos by Charles Heard
Photography
Bobby Edwards, founder and CEO
of The Nonstop Association,
shakes hands with Dr. Dennis
Golden, president of the
University.

by Laura Langford-Smith,
Reporter
President Golden was out
bid by his own wife at the Non
stop Association’s First Annual
Benefit Banquet and Silent Auc
tion held April 4 in the Dunham
Student Activity Center. Univer
sity student Bobby Edwards is
the founder/CEO of The Non
stop Association, a non-profit
organization dedicated to help
ing children in area group, fos
ter, and community homes. His
staff is comprised of University
students Kimberly Bates, Colene
McEntee, April Reeder, and
Kourtney Hawkins.
Fifty-five guests attended,
although more than 124 guests
were expected from the number
of RSVPs received. Edwards
said rainy weather may have
been a factor in the attendance.
However, Edwards and his team
were not disappointed in the
turnout.

The Association man
aged to raise nearly $3000
through ticket sales and the
auction. The money raised
will provide support to chil
dren throughout the St. Louis
area.
Some of the coveted
auction items included gift
cards from Crown Optical
and George Foreman grills
and hiking backpacks that
were donated by the May
Company. Autographed base
balls and game tickets were
also donated. The members
of the Association also made
gift pack baskets of various
sorts with gardening gear and
home decor, as well as children’s
baskets for Easter. Students, staff
and the public purchased many
items at the silent auction to sup
port the group’s efforts in help
ing children.
“Considering it was our
first banquet and auction, 1 think
it was successful,” said
McEntee.
Elizabeth Crowley, St.
Louis City School Board candi
date, was the guest speaker at the
event. Crowley has 10 years of
social service experience with
foster children. She is currently
conducting research on home
less youth and is employed as a
counselor for an evangelical
children’s
home in St.
Louis.
She
spoke about
foster children
she knew and
their different
directions in
life, and how
much
they
were in need of
positive inter
actions and emotional support.
“Children are our greatest
investment,” Crowley said. “If
we do not help them now, who

knows what their fate will be?”
The organization was
pleased to have her speak dur
ing the event. “It’s wonderful
that someone with that much
experience with these children
was able to come to the banquet
and reinforce what the Associa
tion is trying to do,” said
McEntee.
Guests laughed at the end
of the evening as Monica
Golden, President Golden’s
wife, bought a giant framed
photo of the Association’s mem
bers for $302 after he had just
bid $301 during the oral auction
portion of the program. Louise
Wilkerson, associate professor
of education, bought the other
grand prize picture for $305.
Finally, Edwards ex
pressed his appreciation to the
guests for their generosity and
presence. “It’s difficult to go to
businesses and ask for support
when you’re young,” Edwards
said. “But, I hope one day that I
can tell Dr. Golden ‘Thank you
for letting us use the facility, but
we’re going to have to move to
the (Edward Jones) Dome.’”
Dr. Golden advocated how
important the organization is for
the troubled youth, and spoke
highly of Edwards. “This is a
great start that is far from over,”
said Golden.

The Nonstop Association poses
with Minister Daryl Black, singer,
Melody Graves, singer and
Minister Jeffery Rhone, emcee.

“Softball,” from page 4
half innings, but came out the
game with a sore shoulder. The
team won 10-3.
“We were in Iowa and it
was cold," said Jones. We hit
well and fielded well.”
“It took a toll on us, but
we are healthy now,” said Jones.
The Lady Griffins played
in the Florida Spring Training
Tournament on March 16-21.
The team put together consecu
tive shutouts against SUNY-

Fredonia State and Trinity by the
same score, 11-0.
“It was fun playing in
warm climates,” said Jones.
“We mixed up the positions and
changed the batting orders to
give everyone a chance.”
During that same trip on
March 17, the Lady Griffins beat
New York U. 7-1 and pounded
Skidmore College 27-1 on
March 19. Out of the whole
tournament, the team was able

to win six of out ten games.
Reicher and Jones both
said, “We lost to Fontbonne
three times, meaning that we
beat ourselves.”
The end of the school year
does not mean that the season
ends for the Lady Griffins. They
have a pivotal home conference
game on April 26 against
Maryville, a school once ranked
second in the conference.

By Roshina Doss,
Reporter
For five hours every Sat
urday for three months, high
school junior Adam Sommer
trekked door-to-door meeting
and shaking hands of every resi
dent voter in Wildwood. The
current University junior ran for
Ward Five Council Member in
Wildwood in 2001, but lost to in
cumbent Susan Baker. But be
cause he was such a young can
didate, Sommer’s name became
well-known in the community.
“My classmates always
teased that I needed a good scan
dal like every other politician.
The one thing I hated about the
campaign is that the incumbent
compared me to her twelve
year-old son. I honestly felt, and
still do, that I was the better can
didate because I wasn’t influ
enced by outside sources,” said
Sommer.
He said that going door-todoor taught him a lot about
people. “It was weird to walk
down the hallways and have ev
eryone know my name when I
never met them before. Over
all, going door-to-door was the
best experience of the whole
election,” said Sommer
Sommer, a Republican, at
tributes most of his political in
fluence to his father. At the age
of nine, he was exposed to poli
tics when he met and shook
hands with former President
George H. Bush at a political
rally. “When you are that young
and meet a figure such as the
president, that has a lasting im
pression,” said Sommer.
When he was 14, he cam
paigned door-to-door for Bob
Dole and joined the Young Re
publicans of St. Louis. He also
participated in political cam
paigns for U.S. Rep. Jim Talent
and U.S. Senator Kit Bond.
At 16, Sommer was
granted a four-week internship
in Washington D.C. under Dick
Gephardt, Democratic Majority
Leader of the House of Repre
sentatives. “Although I didn’t
tell anyone, everyone knew I
was Republican by the way I
dressed, handled money, what
committees I attended, which
congressmen I liked, and my
views on current events. The
interns thought it was funny that

photo by Bryan Smith
Sommer (above) ran for Ward
Five Council Member in
Wildwood in 2001.

a Republican worked for the
Democratic leader. They jok
ingly called me the ‘spy’,” said
Sommer.
On the first day of the in
ternship, Sommer shook hands
with Bill Gates, met congress
men, including Sen. John
McCain and Sen. Strom
Thurmond, and met actress
Julianne Moore. As an intern,
Sommer attended daily press
conferences, in addition to meet
ings and luncheons, and per
formed basic office duties. Al
though he wasn't able to meet
Bill Clinton, who was hosting
Middle East peace talks at Camp
David, he did meet Al Gore, who
joked and carried a small conver
sation. “In person, he’s real re
laxed and jokes a lot,” said
Sommer.
Reflecting on the intern
ship, Sommer realized that poli
tics is not all the glitz and glam
our that television makes it out
to be. “After the internship,
things didn’t seem as big as be
fore when CNN makes the White
House and Capitol Hill seem
more like a Hollywood movie;
in reality, they are quite small,”
said Sommer. “It is easy for any
one to get involved in and make
a change. I’ve participated in
many things most people don’t
get to experience in their life
time. I’ve enjoyed everything.”
After graduating from the
University, Sommer plans to at
tend law school at Saint Louis
University or the University of
Missouri-Columbia. He says that
the next office he’d run for
would be on the state level and
then a U.S. seat. “There is an
unwritten rule that you don’t lose
the same office twice; instead,
you lose your way up,” said
Sommer.

Springfest photo spread-page 8!
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Cars as Cults: Students discuss why they love, hate their vehicles
by Peter Cartier,
Reporter
Over the centuries man has
created many useful items: the
wheel, the telephone, the CheezIt, and most importantly, the au
tomobile. Since their creation,
cars have been the fascination of
many. Some people memorize
every detail about every automo
bile. They can tell you about the
cup holder feature on a ‘64 Cor
vette. Along with every car buff,
however, is the person who pre
tends to know cars -the car bluff.
“I read car names off the back
of the car and then point them
out like I know what I’m talk

ing about,” said freshman Lind
say DeBlasi.
Nevertheless, everyone
knows about the little quirks of
his or her own car. “I know ex
actly how loud the volume on
my stereo needs to be to drown
out the squeaking,” said fresh
man Jason Jorel, the driver of a
’76 Mercury Monarch. Your
automobile can be your best
friend, arch enemy, or just a
passing acquaintance. You are
more likely to care less about
your car if your parents bought
it or if it is a “beauty impaired”
model. There are many excep
tions though, and these are the

true car lovers.
With car lovers come car
cults. These are not the kinds of
cults where you drive a car off a
cliff because a meteor told you
to. These are cults you buy into
when you purchase a certain ve
hicle. Jeep drivers fall into a
cult. “Every time you see an
other Jeep driver on the road,
you have to wave,” said junior
Scott Borcherding, owner of a
‘94 Jeep Wrangler. The Jeep slo
gan speaks for itself: “It’s a Jeep
thing, you wouldn’t under
stand.”
High on the cult list are
truck owners. “Once you drive

a truck, you don’t want to drive
anything else,” said freshman
Abbie Wiesehan, owner of a ‘97
Ford Fl50. She explained truck
drivers’ fascination with other
trucks. “One thing about trucks:
No matter how big a truck is,
there will always be a bigger
truck,” said Wiesehan.
People with fast and furi
ous style cars fall into a cult as
well. Any nice, fast car can fall
into this category. They’re the
cars you see cruising up and
down streets with no apparent
agenda. “It’s fun driving a nicer
car because you feel like the top
of the food chain,” said fresh

“Baseball” from
page 4--------------“It was cold and blizzard
like,” said Tillitt. It wasn’t great
baseball weather.”
“Playing in 30-35 degree
weather makes it hard to get
warmed up,” said Harrison.
“We’ve only had one practice
outside before our first game
against William Woods.”
Junior centerfielder and
catcher Luke Wilson won
SL1AC Player of the Week hon
ors during the week of March
31-April 6. He leads the nation
in hitting with a batting average
of .480.
After the tournament, the
Griffins took on Principia again
this time in a huge slugfest. The
team took advantage of 28 hits,
including five homers to propel
them to 26-16 win. The Griffins
were six runs shy of a SLIAC
conference record by a team.
Senior outfielder-pitcher Matt
Sauer and junior pitcher Josh
Stahl had two taters apiece,
while junior infielder-pitcher
Scott Borcherding also added a
homer.

Read student
opinions,
creative work,
and
Quotelinel
See pages 13-16
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man Adam Callison, owner of a
2001 Mitsubishi Galant.
Sport Utility Vehicle own
ers are members of their own
cult. Every day a new SUV
takes to the road leaving little
space for other cars. “I guess
you feel more secure in an SUV,
and they’re usually more com
fortable,” said sophomore
Lauryn Carroll, owner of a ’98
Ford Explorer.
The final group is hardly a
cult. It is rather an anti-cult.
They drive their unfortunate cars
for reasons they cannot change.
(See “Student cars,” page 12)

**See Springfest story on the next page!

photos by Bryan Smith, layout by Colene McEntee
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BBQ, games, rock climbing and karaoke...

“...who are you not to be?”

Springfest ‘03 hits campus

Banquet honors student leaders

by Roshina Doss,
Reporter
The forecast of sunny skies
in the mid 70’s with light winds
assured Erica Driver, FAB
events chair and Springfest co
ordinator, that this year’s
Springfest event, held outside in
the Meadow on April 11, would
start with a bang.
“1 hope that people en
joyed themselves, partook in
some of the activities and met
other people,” said Driver.
This was the first year that
Springfest occurred during Lent.
In addition to bratwursts and
hamburgers, fish was also added
to the menu. All food was free
of charge from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m.
A huge crowd was at
tracted to the event with novelty
activities like the rock-climbing
wall sponsored by the U.S. Army
and human darts and jousting
from Fun Source, Inc. Later at 3
p.m., the Fat Albert Band took
center stage in the Meadow to
perform for attendees. Other ac
tivities at the event were the
dunking, dart, water balloon,
golf, and pie-in-the-face booths
sponsored by campus student
organizations.
“You couldn’t ask for a
more beautiful day to have the
event,” said senior attendee Julie
Henneberry.
In contrast to last year’s
event, Driver said that one of her
main goals for this year’s event
was to provide more entertain

ment and have more activities
for student involvement
throughout the day. The two-part
event ran from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
for the Fest and again from 8
p.m. to midnight for karaoke.
After the day portion, stu
dents rested up for the evening
karaoke competition. Promptly
at 8 p.m., loud music signaled
that the contest was beginning.
People started the evening fes
tivities by dancing to songs like
“Funky Cold Medina,” “Baby
Got Back,” and “In Da Club.”
The Fab 5 were the first karaoke
contestants who sung and per
formed a number from the mu
sical Chicago. Many brave souls
stepped forward and howled
songs like “Pretty Woman,”
“I’m Real,” “You’ve Lost that
Lovin’ Feeling,” and “This is
How You Remind Me.” The
audience cheered and whistled
in support of contestant efforts.
After the round advancement,
the Fab 5 won first place and a
$100.00 cash prize, seniors
Natalie Taylor and Maureen
Roberts won second place and a
$50.00 cash prize, and the
sophomore trio of Lauryn “Tex”
Carroll, Jami Cale, and Shelia
Rentmeester won third place
and $25.00. Freshman Amy
Cook won a t-shirt for the “best
try” category.
Overall, students thor
oughly enjoyed the day. “This is
the best thing that’s happened so
far this year,” said freshman Ja
son Holdmeier.

Corrections from the March 2003
edition of the Fontbanner
Bryan Smith's opinion column, Idol Contestant Should Not
Be Banned, was accidently cut off at the end. The ending
should read: Frenchie Davis moves on and you, and you, and
you are going to love her!

Laura Langford-Smith's article, O'Shea visits, speaks about
Women on the Row, had a misprint on page 3. It should read:
The book, Women and the Death Penalty, was finally
completed and published in four years.

photos by Bryan Smith
From left to right: Senior Megan Mueller poses with her parents at the Leadership Banquet; Pastor Ruth
Coney and senior Bryan Smith present the Brandy ScalesAward to junior Lori Ashmore; Ashmore poses with
her parents

by Mary Rott,
Reporter
The Dunham Student Ac
tivities Center was decked out in
blue and white decorations for
the Ninth Annual Leadership
Banquet held Saturday, April 5
in honor of the student leaders
and organizations.
The event was planned by
the officers of SGA, including
President Sarah Heger, Vice
President Jeremy Nagle, Trea
surer Sarah Banderman, Secre
tary Michelle Kuehler, and Stu
dent Issues Chair John Bauer.
The theme for the night was for
mulated around a quote by
Nelson Mandela, “Who am I to
be brilliant, gorgeous, talented,
and fabulous? Actually, who are
you not to be...?” The night
started off with a buffet dinner
served by the SGA officers, who
sported specially-made aprons
featuring group pictures of the
officers. Dinner was followed
by certificate presentations to
student leaders and organiza
tions by Sarah Heger and Dr.
Dennis Golden, president of the
University.
According to Chris Gill,
director of student activities,
when the efforts of the nine se
niors who accepted awards are
combined, they worked for a to
tal of 35 different organizations.
That’s an average of almost four
organizations per senior student.

The Outstanding Student
Organization award was given to
FISH, which was nominated by
three other organizations. Se
nior Meghan Mueller accepted
the award on behalf of the orga
nization. “It is really exciting to
be recognized like that, but
what’s more exciting is that
people find meaningful experi
ences through FISH, and that our
organization really does promote
the things it wants to promote:
service, humility, and commu
nity building. And the fact that
students have recognized that
makes all the work worthwhile,”
said Mueller.
The Outstanding Student
Leader Award went to junior
Sarah Heger, president of SGA.
Both Heger and Gill had to fight
back the tears as she accepted
her award. “The overall student
leader award [meant the most to
me] because so many awesome
people have gotten it and there
were so many people here who
could have gotten it,” said
Heger.
The final award of the
night was the Brandy Scales
Award, given to junior Lori
Ashmore for her diligence in
community service, humility,
and virtue. Presented by
Brandy’s mother, Pastor Ruth
Coney, and senior Bryan Smith,
a friend of Scales, the award was
created in honor of Scales’
humble spirit and community

“Leam More.
Be More.” Day
celebrates new
campaign,
University
anniversary

service.
To cap off the night, Dr.
Golden gave a short speech in
which he recognized and
thanked once again the faculty
and staff advisors of the student
organizations. In closing, he
pointed out and some of the
characteristics that make these
student leaders so special: “pas
sion, patience, perception, per
sistence, and poise.”
The winners of the student
organization and leader awards
were chosen by the Leadership
Review Committee. Nicole
Moore, director of financial aid;
Peter Brawer, professor of psy
chology; Cheryl Baugh, profes
sor of speech communication
and public relations; Abby
Wiesehan, student representa
tive; and student representative
Chris Willey composed the com
mittee.
SGA members thought the
banquet went smoothly. “Our
goals were just to have every
thing go as smoothly as possible
without any major problems.
Surprisingly, we did not have
any major problems, except one
problem was Chris Gill talked
and he took our script, so when
I went up there a couple times, I
had to adlib,” said Nagle. Be
fore introducing Gill, Nagle
loosened up the crowd by say
ing, “Chris told me one thing
before I came up here ... talk
less, leave early.”

photo by Bryan Smith
Students pose with their “Learn More. Be More” t-shirts.

March 27 marked the official “Leam More. Be More.” Day. In celebration of Fontbonne’s new visibility campaign and the
one year anniversary of Fontbonne becoming a University, free t-shirts with the new tagline were distributed in the DSAC,

as well as pens and bookmarks, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The University also enjoyed free popcorn, soda and cake. The day
was organized by the University’s Public Relations Office.
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TRENDS: Dating, Mating, and Marriage at the University

Senior researches “Like a virgin...”
mating behavior Student organizations promote
by Abby Miller,
Reporter

taking it. According to Marlow,
“I think the word spread quickly,
because I had people coming in
A total of 127 University asking to take the survey on a
students participated in an on- regular basis.”
campus survey regarding sexual
“I had to take the sex sur
behavior. Senior Aimie Marlow vey for psychology. 1 thought
conducted the survey as her Se the survey was interesting; the
nior
Seminar
questions didn’t
Project for her de
bother me at all,”
gree in Psychol
said participant
“The results of
ogy. The survey,
Joanna Bradley.
this study
held for the first
The results
suggest that there
two weeks of the
of the survey were
is a relationship
spring semester,
incorporated into
between a
was
optional;
a 12-page report
person’s selfhowever students
that went along
esteem
and the
received course
with Marlow’s
number of sexual
credit for volun
project. The re
partners they
teering
port starts out giv
have had,” said
“I had the
ing information
idea to do work on
Marlow.
about
mating
this topic last year
theories, noting
while studying
that generally that
Evolutionary psychology and males have short-term mating
mating patterns in a course strategies and that a woman’s
called Personality,” said mating strategy is much more
Marlow.
long-term. Women tend to look
The participants consisted for males with whom they can
of 100 females and 27 males, reproduce with, so long-term re
ranging in age from 18-52, but lationships are important.
the majority of people were in
The report also describes
their late teens or early 20’s. how personality types play an
Questions from the first part of important role in how a sexual
the survey included general in partner is chosen. ’’The results
formation, such as age, gender, of this study suggest that there
and residency. The main part of is a relationship between a
the survey involved mating and person’s self-esteem and the
sexual background, asking par number of sexual partners they
ticipants such questions as how have had,” said Marlow.
many sexual partners they have
While it was a general
had, how many partners they study, it must be remembered
claim to have had, and how that it was given on a university
sexual activity has differed since campus. “This study suggests
beginning college.
that personality is not a major
With the degree of per contributing factor in choosing
sonal questions on the survey, a mating strategy in a college
students didn’t seem to mind population,” noted Marlow.

WANTED
STORY IDEAS
The Fontbanner needs your help in
identifying the interesting people,
events, and news around campus!

Email prospective story ideas to
fontbanr@fontbonne.edu or call
(314) 889-4550.
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abstinence, healthy living, values
by Mary Rott,
Reporter

According to Kerby
Anderson, writer for Probe Min
istries, there is a teenage sexu
ality crisis in America. Each
day, approximately 7700 teenag
ers lose their virginity. Many ef
forts are being made to lower the
number of teenagers having sex,
including abstinence-only sex
education classes and on-campus groups.
Organizations at the Uni
versity have attempted to pro
mote healthy living, as well as
moral and religious values.
These groups, RESOULs, the
Pro-Life Organization, and
BACCHUS, were created with
the purpose of having fun with
out the pressure to drink, have
sex, or do drugs.
RESOULs was created by
sophomores Melissa Heintz,
Deanna Grither, and Karen
Sallwasser after they grew tired
of going to parties and facing
peer pressure to drink or have
sex. Based on the idea that
friends with similar interests
should be able to hang out and

enjoy themselves without pres
sures to conform to modern
society’s ideas of having a good
time, RESOULs has sponsored
such activities as the Friendly
Feud and a pool tournament.
Being part of a group such as
RESOULs allows students to
meet and get to know other stu
dents who support their decision
to remain a virgin and share
similar views on sex and what
is appropriate fun. “Most of my
friends are virgins. We encour
age each other,” said Grither.
Family values seem to
have an impact on students’
practices, as well. “My parents
have always brought me up to
respect myself and I feel that
remaining a virgin is respecting
myself. I believe that sex is re
served for married couples and
is to be used for the purposes of
reproduction, ” said Sarah
Watson, a freshman member of
both RESOULS and Pro-Life.
Other factors that have in
fluenced students’ decisions to
remain virgins are religious and
personal beliefs. “My religion
is one strong influence on my
decision, but so is my family

values. I also hold strong per
sonal morals that I have estab
lished through the education and
knowledge of such acts, ” adds
Lori Forester, a sophomore
RESOULS and Pro-Life mem
ber.
Students also believe that
virgins are not looked down
upon by their peers as much as
some people think they are. “I
tend to believe that virgins are
given more respect because they
have chosen to save a precious
gift given to them by God for the
one person that they feel is their
soul mate. Media definitely
does not help my decision,” said
Forester.
Although abstinence may
not seem like the popular choice,
as more young people become
informed about the dangers as
sociated with premarital sex, a
greater number of college stu
dents are willing to take the risk
of being unpopular if it means
living a longer, healthier life. “I
have not seen much evidence
one way or the other, but I would
hope more people are choosing
chastity,” said Karen Sallwasser
of RESOULS.

I Do! Newlywed student discusses
her decision, thoughts on marriage
by Bryan Smith,
Reporter
While most students
started this spring semester get
ting acquainted with new profes
sors, new classes and midterms,
one student planned her wed
ding.
Nicole Stokes, a senior
education major, married to her
high school sweetheart, Julian
Grimes, on March 1, 2003.
“The original wedding date was
set for July 12 but on January 19
we decided to move the date up
because he was in the military,”
said Stokes. Grimes and Stokes
did not want to risk the chance
of Grimes being called to fight
in the war in Iraq and miss out
on having a wedding.
Stokes and Grimes met six
years ago. “I met Julian at a
sexual abstinence club in the
spring of 1997,” said Stokes.
While they both attended differ
ent high schools, Grimes asked

her out on a date for July 4,1998.
“We walked around on the land
ing and we watched the fire
works together,” she said.
“Believe it or not, Julian
proposed to me prior to us de
parting in the fall of 1999, but I

“If (their good)
qualities outweigh
the shortcomings,

then more than

likely that is your
mate,” said
Stokes.
told him no because I was not
ready for marriage at the time.”
Instead, Grimes gave Stokes a
promise ring at her Valentine’s
Sweet Heart Dance at University
City High School in February of
1999.
The couple separated after

high school to attend different
colleges. Stokes went to Jackson State University in Missis
sippi and Grimes attended
Gramlin University in Louisi
ana. “It was hard but we worked
it out,” said Stokes. After their
year apart, the couple decided
they did not like being away
from home. “I felt like 1 could
not stay focused being away
from home; Julian felt the same
way, so we both made decisions
that we would be happy with.”
Stokes attended a junior college
in the fall of 2000 and later came
to Fontbonne; Grimes decided to
join the United States Army.
“We already knew that we
were meant for each other when
we had a long distance relation
ship, so when we both arrived
back to St. Louis, we were ex
cited about where our relation
ship was going to take us,” said
Stokes.

(See “Stokes,” next page)

FEATURES
Woman’s Best Friend:
Professor publishes book,
shares talent of beloved Fawn

photo provided by Susan Burney
Burney and Fawn have been
inseparable for years.

by Katy Adams,
Special to the Fontbanner
“I’d never wanted a dog.”
After meeting Susan Burney,
one would never believe these
words ever came out of her
mouth.
Several years ago, Burney,
a professor of children’s litera
ture at the University and author
of the recently published Fawn’s
Story, was enjoying a craft fair
in the park. While there, she
passed a booth for the Open
Door Animal Sanctuary. The
booth encouraged people to give
a home to typically unloved ani
mals. Burney knew dogs barked,
jumped on people, had to be let
outside a lot and shed every
where. Plus, she knew her hus
band John did not like dogs.
However, Burney decided
to take a look at the Animal
Sanctuary dogs. One caught her
attention. The dog’s big, sad
brown eyes looked at Burney. It
was time to call John and beg.
It couldn’t hurt.
"Please don’t think about
it,” were the first words out of
her husband’s mouth. But
Burney wanted the dog. She had
fallen for Fawn, a funny-look
ing orange dog with a missing
leg and great big ears. Fawn was
the last remaining animal up for
adoption at the park that day.
After hearing a mother say, “No,
this dog’s not perfect,” to her
son, who had fallen in love with
Fawn, Burney knew she had to
take Fawn home.
Despite his initial negative
reaction to the idea of having a
dog, Burney’s husband John fell
in love with Fawn and the couple
began taking her for walks and
playing with her in the yard. The
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only one not happy with
Fawn’s arrival was Fat Tiger
Cat, the family’s pet cat.
Not only did Fawn love
her new family, but she loved
everybody, including the
neighborhood children who
came to play with her. When
Burney discovered Fawn’s
love of children, she decided
the dog should spend more
time them. She thought that
there were probably children
that would like to spend time
with her. Burney decided to
take Fawn to the Support
Dogs organization that trains
animals to visit schools and
hospitals.
While training with Sup
port Dogs, Fawn learned how to
ride in elevators, walk next to
wheelchairs, and sit still, even
with distractions. She learned to
ignore interesting stuff on the
floor, including fried chicken and
dog treats.
Fawn graduated at the top
of the class and is now a certi
fied TOUCH dog, which stands
for Therapy of Unique Canine
Helpers. “These are very spe
cial dogs that can make people
feel better,” said Burney.
Currently, Burney and
Fawn visit Missouri Baptist,
Shriner’s Children’s and St.
John’s Hospitals. Burney’s
book, Fawn’s Story, tells of one
of the dog’s visits with a disabled
child named Annie. When Annie
met Fawn, she was lying in a
hospital bed with a balloon tied
to it. Fawn instantly jumped on
a chair right next to Annie. Ev
ery week after that, Fawn and
Susan would visit Annie before
all the other children. “Fawn
never seemed to want to leave
her,” Burney added.
In addition to her love of
working with kids, Fawn enjoys
chewing just one leg off all her
stuffed toys. Burney said she
suspects Fawn “knows she only
has three legs and that’s why she
does this.”
Fawn also can add and
multiply up to 25. Burney puts
a dog treat on her nose and reads
a math problem. When she ar
rives at the correct answer, Fawn
eats the treat.
According to Burney,
Fawn is proof that it’s what’s on
the inside that counts.
“I'm sure lots of folks think
they have the smartest dog in the
world. I’m pretty sure those
people haven’t met Fawn,” she
said.

Need ideas for an upcoming date?

Take a cue from other students
by Mandy Patterson,
Reporter
The dating process can be
complicated. Once one thinks
that they have gone through
enough just getting the confi
dence to ask someone out, they
must then go through the trouble
of figuring out where to go on
the date.
In the end, dinner and a
movie seem to be the easiest so
lution. However, many students
at the University have broken the
traditional dating scene for a
more interesting and creative
dates.
The Arch, Muny and the
Science Center are attractions in
the St. Louis area that are popu
lar for dates. “I think that the St.
Louis Zoo is a fun place to take
a date,” said sophomore Chuck
Woodcock.
Sporting events are also a

popular choice for a date among
students at the University.
“Sporting events are a
great place to let loose and have
fun on a date,” said senior Will
Hart, “and a walk along the river
front or a late night stroll in For
est Park is perfect way to con
tinue the date.”
Even during the cold
weather in the winter, students
still find places for dates in the
St. Louis area.
“A carriage ride down
town on a cold night, cuddling
under a blanket is always a ro
mantic date,” said senior Niki
Perez.
A date to the casino can
also be a fun date for some, yet
more expensive than others.
“I like to take trips to the
casino with my date. With a loss
limit of twenty dollars, you can
have fun with your date and not
loose all your money,” said Kirk

Grice, a University student.
Other students have higher
and more extravagant ideas of
where to go on a date.
“1 would love to fly to
Paris for lunch, yet I haven’t
found the rich man to take me,”
said Tracy Givens, another Uni
versity student.
“When I was living in Ar
gentina, I set up a candlelit din
ner for two in the middle of the
jungle for my date and I,” said
Woodcock.
Even though it can some
times be hard to plan a date, a
little creativity and some
thought are all one needs to find
the perfect date scene in St.
Louis.
For more dating ideas and
information about events and
attractions throughout the St.
Louis
area,
visit
www.stltoday.com.

“Stokes,” from page 10 ---------------------As a Christian, Stokes had
always put God first in her life
and wanted Grimes to do the
same. He began attending
church with her in fall 2001. On
June 30,2002 Grimes proposed
to Stokes in his apartment after
attending church service. “I al
ways knew that when we de
cided to put God first in our lives
that all other things would fall
into place,” said Stokes.
Although Grimes original
proposal date was July 4, he said
he was compelled to propose to
Stokes on her mother’s birthday
because “it was all about tim
ing.” Stokes accepted Grimes
proposal and they immediately
started making plans for a wed
ding.
Then, due to a possible war

in Iraq, the couple decided they
wanted to get married as soon
as possible. “With the help of
God, our parents, friends and
family, we were able to have
such a beautiful wedding,” said
Stokes.
Members of the University
community attended the wed
ding. “Everything looked so
beautiful. I am so excited (for
Nicole and Julian) and I cannot
wait until my wedding,” said
alum and friend Natasha
Malone.
When asked if she had any
advice to young married
couples, Stokes said, “My ad
vice to young women and men
who are thinking about marriage
is if your attraction to them is
just physical, then you should

really re-evaluate why you love
this person. Julian and I started
out liking each other because of
our looks, but we put God first
and we connected on things
such as spirituality, human
growth and development, in
every aspect of our lives. Re
main prayerful and seek God
first and all other things will fall
into place.”
Stokes also recommends
looking at every aspect and di
mension of a mate before mar
riage. “The best way to see if
you can marry someone is to
write down all of the qualities
you see in them as well as their
shortcomings; if the qualities
outweigh the shortcomings,
then more than likely that is
your mate,” said Stokes.

FISH Service trip goes to Salina, Kansas

Service trip participants take a break from working to pose for a picture ;Sarah Heger and Lori
Ashmore put their construction skills to use.
Thirteen students, along with Dave Ebenhoh, director of campus ministry, and Chris Gill, director of
student activities, visited the Salina, Kansas and the CSJ Mothertiouse to help perform a variety of

tasks for the community during spring break. The theme of the trip was “EPHPHATHA" (be opened).
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REVIEW:

As the Audience Likes It: Cast takes on unique portrayals, roles
by Jami Cale,
Reporter
Three words can sum up
the Fine Arts Department’s pro
duction
of
William
Shakespeare’s As You Like It this
spring: people as trees. With a
setting that switched from a
Duke’s court to the woods, ac
tors played the parts of forest life
and inanimate objects, as well as
individual characters. The play
includes the idea that the world
can be thought of as a stage, with
all men and women playing
parts. Director Deanna Jent, as
sistant professor of performing

arts, focused on having the ac
tors take on additional roles, like
objects in the forest. This gave
the cast new ways to “perform,”
helping the audience to take part
of the show as they were ad
dressed with language, song and
action.
This concept was strength
ened by directing the play in the
round, which allows the audi
ence to be on all four sides of
the stage. The staging is difficult,
but was done in order to have the
audience become a large part of
the play through interaction.
Actors in the play greeted the

audience, escorted them to their
seats, and entertained them at
intermission. Throughout the
show they were addressed di
rectly through song, or by being
asked to borrow a program or
throw rice.
To reinforce the audience’s
understanding that the actors
were aware of “putting on a
show,” the cast occupied them
selves in different ways onstage.
They functioned as objects in the
forest, doors to a palace, or the
sound of a musical instrument.
Some stayed in character while
calling out light and sound cues

or
scene
changes.
Pe r i o d i cally, the ac
tors playing
logs or trees
in the forest
would
stretch and
groan. This
not only en
forced their
awareness of acting to the audi
ence, but supported the comedy
of the show.
In order to achieve this, the
(See “Play,” next page)

photo provided by Deanna Jent
Sophomore Christian Navarette
as Touchstone and senior Tiffany
Ackerman as Audrey in ‘‘As You
Like It."

“Lent,” from
page 5---------------

Stevenson’s Hi-Pointe
Standard Service, Inc.
At Clayton and Skinker Blvd, under the Big Sign

647-5005
ASE/AC Delco Certified Technicians
Family-operated for over 46 years
Domestic/Foreign Repairs

was doing well, but I finally
caved. I am only drinking Bud
Light now,” said Brown.
Some students have not
been doing as well with their
promises. Senior Elizabeth
Fordyce gave up going out on
the weekends.
“I thought that it would
help because the semester is end
ing and I am busy, but I couldn’t
do it. I needed to get out and
relieve some tension. I will try
something else next year and see
if I can have better luck,” said
Fordyce.

“Student Cars,”
from page 7-------Some people drive ‘89
Oldsmobiles because they can
not afford a nicer model. Some
people drive a beaten down ja
lopy because it has become a
trademark forthem in Riverdale.
“I drive a ‘92 Chevy Astrovan
because it’s the only car I can sit
up in,” said 6’7” sophomore
Andy Mraz.
Whatever cult you belong
to or however unfortunate your
car status is, treat your car with
respect. After all, it isn’t you
who decides to break down in
the middle of a busy intersection.

Letters to the Editor
are welcome!
To submit a letter to be
published, email the letter
in a Word attachment to
fontbanr@fontbonne.edu
or place in the
“Submissions,” box.
outside the Fontbanner
office, East 301.
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Healing,
consolation
and
comfort:
It is okay to be single
the tremendous power of prayer
Smith reflects on his experiences
by Beth Miller,
Copy Editor

I have learned that it is
okay if you do not have a mate.
I have been single for the last
three years and I must say that it
has been probably the best thing
that could ever happened to me.
I remember how my jour
ney to this point in my life be
gan. 1 was about 15 years old
and I fell in love with a young
woman in high school. She was
taller than me, but she helped me
during a rough time in my life.
Her beautiful smile, good nature,
and support allowed me to open
up and become the young man
that I am today.
Unfortunately, because of
rumors that were passed around
in school, we broke up. The ri
diculous rumors included that
1 was kissing another girl in the
hallway. We eventually made up
and became friends. Just as I was
beginning to get close to her
again, she died in her sleep on
January 13, 1998. That day
changed my life.
There are many people
who say that at age 15, you can
not possibly be in love with
someone. I say differently. Al
though our relationship was in
nocent, this young woman and 1
were connected because we had
ambitions and goals.
Since then, I have only had
two serious girlfriends. Those
who are extremely close to me

know about my on-again, offagain relationship with a woman
named Tenika. There is nothing
I would not do for her. She has
been in my life since 1996; I
dated her right after my relation
ship with the young woman who
passed away.
Tenika and I have a very
weird relationship. We call each
other on our birthdays and we
say we love each other. We do
know we will have a future to
gether, it is just all about timing.
In the meantime, I am al
ways asked, “Bryan are you
single? And I say “yes.” At this
moment 1 am happy to say that I
am. I have dated lots of women,
but they can never ever take the
place or fill the void of Tenika.
However, Tenika and I must
work things out within ourselves
first before we can commit to a
relationship.
By choosing to stay single,
I have been accused of living a
selfish, un-loving life but I know
who I am. When some girls see
me and notice that I do not have
interest in them, they have
spread rumors like I am stuck on
myself or gay. While these com
ments can be discouraging, I
strongly believe that if I continue
to strive to be the best person that
I can be, and as long as Tenika
is in my comer, then that is all
what really matters.

The war in Iraq has
changed the perceptions and re
alities of many Americans. The
struggle for peace is not a new
phenomenon and yet attaining
peace comes at a high price.
While those of us at home may
feel like there is nothing we can
do, there is one tool, a very pow
erful tool, that is available to all
of us that can do more to help
than anything else: prayer.
Prayer is a solution, a
helpmate, and a guide not only
for Christians, but for people of
all faiths. Recently, members of
S.D. Stopke’s World Religions
class have been discovering how
non-Christian religions are re
sponding to the spiritual needs
of their congregations during
wartime. Students are visiting
places of worship from temples
to mosques, Buddhist shrines or
the gathering rooms of
Scientologists, Pentacostalists
and many others.
On the evening of March
21, I visited the reform Jewish
Temple of Shaare Emeth, where
members of the congregation
had gathered specifically to pray
for peace. During her sermon,
Rabbi Andrea Goldstein spoke
candidly about her own uncer
tainty, confusion, and fear over
the conflict in Iraq. She com
mented that in our confusion and
helplessness about the war,
prayer can be the most powerful
tool we have.
Furthermore, she said that
on Shabbat (Sabbath), they were
not allowed to ask God for any

...prayers can
give us a
connection, a
closeness with
God, whether
we know that
Body as Christ,
Yahweh, or
Allah

from every faith are being fer
vently raised and for a very
simple reason.
People turn to prayer be
cause its power to heal and com
fort is a very real fact for them.
Furthermore, the prayer for
peace is perhaps the most fre
quently spoken by every genera
tion. During the conquests of the
Greeks and Romans and through
the World Wars, people have
prayed for peace, for the preser
vation of their loved ones from
harm and for a swift end to con
flict.
Yet, how effective have

these prayers been if humanity
continues to find itself at war?
The answer might be that the
prayers were effective in heal
ing the tragedies caused by war,
but people weren’t very success
ful in routing the causes for war.
In America, too many of us
take for granted the relative
peace and security in which we
lead our daily lives. Now so
many Americans are discovering
for themselves how invaluable
peace is. They have placed them
selves in a man-made hell, sepa
rated from their families by
miles, and surrounded by the
horrific sounds of terror explod
ing all around them.
This year the world has
found itself in need of that old
prayer for peace once again. But
I don’t believe that evoking this
petition is futile. Prayers are not
magic spells that can make any
thing we desire appear instanta
neously in a glittering puff of,
smoke. But prayers can give us
a connection, a closeness with
God, whether we know that
Body as Christ, Yahweh, or Al
lah. Prayers allow us to commu
nicate our emotions and expel
those feelings of grief or frustra
tion in a positive way.
As the world awaits the
outcome of the current struggle,
let us not abandon the valuable
and consoling power of prayer
for our families, our leaders, our
country, and ourselves. But,
most especially, let us not forget
to pray for those who are fight
ing to preserve our freedom, that
same freedom that gives us the
right to live and pray as we
choose.

SUMMER

“Play,” from page 12
cast worked with movement
coach Jeremy Sher to build a
sense of cooperation and explore
communication with movement.
“The show is very theatrical,
with people giving speeches or
‘playing' at things,” explains di
rector Deanna Jent. “I decided
we wouldn’t try to hide behind
theatrical conventions but we
would ‘play’ with the fact that
this is play...we’re playing
roles...and hope to incorporate
this without detracting from the
story.”
However, Jent and Sher
had to face the task of making
sure the audience understood
what was happening and for
what reasons. “We worked hard
to make transitions consistent

thing, because Shabbat was sup
posed to be a glimpse or a taste
of heaven where prayer would
no longer be needed, because
any prayer we had ever spoken
would be fulfilled. “Peace,” she
said, “is the only thing we can
ask God for on Shabbat and so a
lasting, just, world- peace is
what we have gathered to pray
for.” The prayers for peace of
fered by this congregation have
joined many others. Prayers

and clear with sound and move
ment,” Jent said. “We were try
ing to teach the audience - set
up convention and transforma
tion.”
This new way of looking
at Shakespeare was very enjoy
able for those watching, and
cast’s portrayal of Shakespeare’s
characters was not overlooked.
After fleeing to the Forest of
Arden to escape family corrup
tion, Av You Like It's characters
face problems of mistaken iden
tity and love as they seek happi
ness through relationships. Julie
Venegoni and Charlie Barron
brought chemistry and humor to
the stage as the lead roles of
Rosalind and Orlando. Emily
Robinson tied in the show’s

theme by being seen as the mel
ancholy Jacques, as well the
stage manager calling out scene
changes. Christian Navarrete
and Tiffany Ackerman added
song to the show with the roles
of Touchstone and Audrey, and
Rory Lipede took on the chal
lenge of doubling as the old male
servant, Adam, and the beauti
ful and coveted shepherdess,
Phebe, with much grace.
The cast’s hard work paid
off, for Shakespeare was no
longer intimidating, but seen in
a whole new light. As You Like
It was filled with continual sur
prise and intrigue, giving the
audience a performance that was
well worth their time.
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Do you have an opinion you’d
like to see in the Fontbanner?
Please send submissions in Word attachments
to fqntbanr@fontbonne.edu
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Graduation bad luck streak hopefully
breaks with college commencement

With May approaching, seem merely unfortunate and not
many seniors at Fontbonne are cataclysmic, but there are sev
eagerly anticipating their gradu eral circumstances which per
ation. On that day, they will fi haps might change your mind.
My great aunt and I had
nally be able to shed the dead
lines and pressures of tests and been eagerly anticipating my
term papers and accept their hard start at Ursuline Academy in the
earned diplomas. There is no fall. She had been an Ursuline
doubt that graduation is a major sister for over 50 years and it
event in life, a moment where we meant a lot to both of us that I
should understand why we wor would be there with her the fol
ried and worked so hard. It is lowing year. But, it was not to
perhaps one of the only times be. Her funeral mass was held
where all the frustrations and in the chapel at Ursuline and I
successes of daily life are ac went straight from her funeral to
knowledged and rewarded. Yet, my eighth-grade graduation.
At school, I waited with
for students who have partici
pated in a graduation multiple my classmates in the cafeteria
times, they may find this final before processing over to
college graduation to be rather church. Not long after I arrived,
mundane. For me, this year’s 1 was inundated with expres
college graduation represents the sions of sympathy from my
opportunity to break a streak of peers and teachers alike, but this
time for the passing of my uncle.
bad luck.
Recall, if you can, com He and my aunt were well
pleting grade school. Eighth known by members of the par
grade graduation may not be a ish since both were personally
particularly memorable event for involved in parish business, and
most us, yet it is often a student’s more importantly, as a math
first chance to taste a little of that teacher there my aunt had many
particular type of pomp and cir friends and colleagues among
cumstance. Now imagine the the teachers and parents.
My uncle’s death had been
seemingly joyous tone of that
event overshadowed by not one, quite unexpected; a sudden heart
but two deaths in the family. attack took him at 48. My fam
Within only two days of each ily was shocked, of course, and
other, both my great-aunt and my graduation party turned into
my uncle passed away, leaving a strategic planning meeting to
my graduation proceedings un answer the questions of execut
certain. This unhappy event may ing his burial arrangements.

QUOTELINE

University Student
Receives “A” Paper

As for my high school
“Free Essays” comes through in a clutch
graduation, it approached
quickly, and on the big day, my
Donovan said. “To be honest, I
Fictional humor by
class ceremony was going to
couldn’t even pronounce the
Peter Cartier, reporter
take place outside on the front
guy’s last name, but it didn’t
campus. We were the 150th
As the spring semester matter. I found a four-page mas
graduating class and the school
thought this would be something concludes, students are forced to terpiece on it and simply printed
special for us. However, the cer kick it into high gear. It is the it out. Mission accomplished!”
The students aren’t the
emony was delayed because last chance to bring up the grades
only ones excited by this revo
someone was late and just as before summer. All across the
soon as we processed out, the campus, students are seen study lutionary new homework
skies opened up and a deluge fell ing under the sun or finishing method. Professors have joined
upon us, causing umbrellas to their homework on the way to with their students in praising
open, cameras to be tucked away class. For Connely Donovan the free_essays.com. “The website
gives me so much free time,”
and far too many of our white answer is much simpler:
said Professor Tamera Scully,
robes to become muddy or trans free_essays.com.
“It was either that or Donovan’s teacher. “I know the
parent. The rain paused briefly
essaysforyou.com,
” Donovan paper is written well since it’s on
to allow us to receive diplomas
and take some pictures, but then said. The University student free_essays.com. It makes my
it clouded over again. When my stumbled across the website in a grading that much easier.”
“It’s quite a rush!” said stu
family and I finally got home late-hour paper panic. “I had a
dent
Becky
Simpson. “To think,
that afternoon, the sun was shin paper due at 8:30 the next morn
ing brilliantly. As if that wasn’t ing, and I hadn’t even started! I I’ll never leam anything in class
enough, we soon learned that the clicked on a random link and ever again. It really puts things
graduation date on our diplomas found the answer to all my prob in perspective. I can only as
were incorrect. We had been lems,” Donovan said. What sume this won’t affect me later
given the ones intended for the Donovan didn’t know was that in life. Cross your fingers, I
Ursuline in Texas and we finally he’d found the answer to every guess.”
The craze has caught on at
got our real diplomas in the mail college student’s problem.
the
University.
The attendance
Free_essays.com
hosts
a month later.
at
freeessays.com
has almost
thousands
of
term
papers
on
So this is my graduation
record to date, an obstacle course countless topics and works of lit tripled in the last month. Mo
of gloomy skies, mournful rela erature. Former college students rale of students has raised in
tives and ironic mistakes. I won’t who have opened the door of much the same manner. With
have you believe my experi success for present students good grades come good atti
ences with graduation have been write the papers. It allows for tudes. More students have be
all bad- there were still some lackadaisical students to simply gun using their newfound spare
very nice memories mixed in coast through their classes with time to give back to the school
community.
The
with the mishaps. But, I am still above average grades. Success and
University
’
s
clubs
have
hosted
is
literally
just
a
click
away.
fervently hoping that this time
The
creator
of record attendance. School spirit
everything will go smoothly.
And to my fellow graduates, I free_essays.com, Philip Brooke, is on the rise with larger crowds
would like to extend a similar was reached for comment. “I at athletic events. Timothy
wish for a happy and memorable created this site with a vision. I Clature, the Athletic Director,
day free from any hardships, see a smiling student sleeping in has gone on record saying,
black skies, or trouble. May because he already has his work “Free essays.com is the best
these last days and moments at done. I see thousands of stu thing since pep rallies!”
When asked what is to be
Fontbonne be happy and unfor dents getting through college
gettable for all of this years cum laude. With each essay done after the resources at
used on free_essays.com, the free_essays.com have been ex
graduates.
hausted, Donovan said, “Hope
dream is closer.”
“My paper was on Jack fully I’ll have graduated by
Kerouac’s On the Road," then!”
j
x. .

WHAT IS YOUR MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT FROM THIS SCHOOL YEAR?
Jenny Lambert
Senior,
Elementary Education

Mike Hoffman
Senior,
Dietetics

Myrella Parente
Sophomore,
Business

“One memorable moment
was when our beloved
housekeeper/handywoman
Ms. Cynthia Neal told me to
‘Go on with our bad self!'

“How good I felt when I

“At Springfest I entered
the food contest. I kind of

when I told her I was
graduating this semester.”

photos and information gathered by Bryan Smith

won pajama pants in a
raffle and gave it to a
special school district
student that goes here.
She was file most

excited I've ever seen
anyone be."

£

got a little competitive
and actually entered four
of them. At least I got a
bunch of goodies! Sure, I
got a little sick too.”
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To forward email or not to forward email...

Four simple warnings to
help keep your sanity

After logging on and hear
ing those friendly, familiar words
“You’ve got mail,” 1 discover my
email inbox is a little too full.
Normally this makes a person
feel “warm” and “fuzzy,” caus
ing them to read each new mes
sage with utmost care. Unfortu
nately, this is not the case. In
stead of receiving the worth
while reading material that ev
ery young college student hopes
for, I find nothing but dreaded
forwards (insert ominous music
here)...mindless wastes of time
that affect the hearts of me and
my entire address book.
For those of you unfamil
iar with this trend, here is a com
mon scenario: After realizing
that yet another forward has ap
peared in your inbox, you won
der whether to open it, hoping it
doesn’t fit into one of the four
common “stupid forward” cat
egories. Here are some ex
amples:
The Scroll-A-Lot Forward:
Appealing to crowds with a low
amount of intelligence, this for
ward generally includes an ex
cessive amount of scrolling,
commonly followed by a phrase
meant to generate extreme ex
citement, such as “Make a
wish!” Then, after finally reach
ing the clump of asterisks made
to represent magical stars from
the email gods, you realize that
if you don’t send this on to 7059
people in the next ten seconds,
one to six people may form a plot
on your life. Be careful.
The You-Ought-To-BeAshamed Forward: By using
clever guilt tactics, forwards in
this category begin with the in
troduction of a poor child from
a country that is spelled with way
too many letters. After reading
that this smiling face has been
without food, limbs, or in some
cases farm animals (depending
on their homeland), you are told
that you must pass this on to do
nate a dollar, because who are
you to say the internet didn’t
come up with a way to track
these things in the last twentyfour hours? A child’s life is in
your hands.

The Test-A-Friend For
ward: Little furry animals tip
one off to these forwards, fol
lowed by sappy friendship po
ems with illustrations. After re
alizing how much you mean to
someone, you learn that if you
do not send this back to them
and everyone you know, you
will not only loose their friend
ship, but die instantly. After this
lesson in companionship, you’re
left with no choice but to con
tinue the streak of stupidity or
there will be no one to sit with
at lunch.
The Look-Out-Behmd-You
Forward: All readers should be
alerted to this forward, com
monly introduced by the head
ing, “Randomly Absurd Honor
Story.” After reading the ex
amples of accidents occurring to
those who failed to pass on this
chain letter, you discover that it
is imperative for you to follow
directions, thereby escaping the
forward’s threats of being run
over by a truck...or something
minor like that. Good luck.
Now you’ve not only
wasted five minutes of your day,
but may not live through the
night. You are left with an im
portant decision: to send or not
to send. What you must remem
ber, however, is that your crush
will not be asking you out, but
one to six people will just be
angry with you for supporting
the “stupid forward” madness.
The question is, what exactly
possesses people to continually
forward this annoying mail?
One well-known email forward
offender here at Fontbonne,
Anna Gambaro, offers an expla
nation.
“Some I send on because
they’re cute, and the rest of them
1 just send to aggravate people,”
Gambaro said.
However,
through the years, Gambaro has
realized that not only does she
have too much time on her
hands, but these particular “stu
pid forwards” have no value
whatsoever. “Knowing that
most people don’t like them, I’ll

(See “Email,” page 16)

how can you
The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime of
difference. Because kids with something to do are less
likely to do drugs. You can help. For more information on
drug prevention programs in your community, call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanheipkids.org

Office of National Drug Control Policy

OPINION
I have always depended upon
the kindness of strangers...
Columnist gives shout-out to peeps, props to professors

It has finally come-the
moment some have dreaded and
others have prayed for -my time
as a Fontbanner columnist has
come to an end. It’s a tradition
for a columnist to give some
parting words of wisdom, and
while Sean Cummins’ idea of
wisdom was the prolific use of
the word “nipple,” I’m a more
traditional kind of guy. Sort of.
(Incidentally it’s also a tradition
for the readership to donate
money to a departing columnist:
that’s Patrick Cassin, Box 16,
checks and credit cards ac
cepted).
Reflecting on my time
here, 1 feel I’ve had a pretty good
run. 1 made people laugh, call
ing the Sisters of St. Joseph pi
rates (thank God they have a
good sense of humor), and re
vealing that Kraft Easy-Mac is
a deceptive name. I made others
cry. but in my defense, only two
people got fired, and they both
deserved it. 1 made people think
about the Mr. Fontbonne contro
versy (and people are still think
ing about that one, if you include
animosity towards me as think
ing). And I confused people,
who obviously didn’t realize that
Ennobtnof College was ficti
tious, while everything else was
not.
Not that I’m complaining.
I’ve certainly had enough death
threats from my advisor. Dr. Ja
son Sommer. (In his defense, I
deserved them.) Fortunately
enough for him, he lost his hair
before I got here. Not only does
he deserve a raise for having to
put up with me, but he deserves
the respect and admiration of
every other faculty member for

PAGE 16

FONTBANNER

APRIL/MAY 2003

taking me off of their hands;
truly, they don’t realize how
lucky they all are.
So what words of wisdom
do I have to impart? None that
are my own, but the same ones
that everyone else has been tell
ing me all along, the same ones
that their parents told them, and
the same exact ones that I’m go
ing to tell my own children.
In the past three years I’ve
avoided parties, getting drunk,
and those other typical college
things. But I’ve still spent plenty
of time slacking off, playing
video games when I should be
doing papers, pushing back
deadlines for news articles, and
seeing just how low a grade can
drop before a C- becomes a D+.
I was talking to a graduat
ing friend of mine and the things
he said were interesting. “Right
now the stupid things we do are
funny, but if we did them a year
later, they wouldn’t be. I'm just
glad that I could get it out of my
system.” I know I’m not that dif
ferent from him; I can still see
the humor, but more importantly,
I can see that one day it won’t
be so humorous. One day, we
won’t be able to get away with
things. One day it won’t be just
a ticket, or a 2.5 GPA. And for
this graduating class, that day is
coming soon.
It’s a sobering thought,
*rimshot* even though I don’t
drink.
Sure, there are those who
try their best to do fewer dumb
things than others, but I don’t
believe anyone is perfect. And
ironing out those imperfections
is what college is all about. It’s
not about realizing the things

you have or haven't done were
dumb. (Honestly, too often we
realize the stupidity, but do it
anyway.) It’s closer to looking
at the things we’ve accom
plished, and realizing how much
more we could have done. It
isn’t wishing that we didn’t stay
out so late last night because we
came back the next day and
bombed a test. It’s realizing that
if we hadn’t stayed out, we could
have aced the test.
That’s the realization of
responsibility: the realization
that you decide how well you do
not just in school, but in life as
well.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m
all for being irresponsible (if I
wasn’t, I’d be a hypocrite). But
just keep it in the back of your
mind that one day, that won’t be
so fun. Don’t hurt yourself or get
kicked out of school or anything,
but live it up just the same. If
your advisor has hair, see how
long it lasts.
Just remember at the end
of your stay here to repay those
people you owe for their efforts.
Tell everyone that even though
you weren’t listening, the things
they were saying were still get
ting through. Make sure you let
your teachers and parents know
that you appreciate all they’ve
done for you through the pa
tience and understanding
they’ve shown.
I’m starting to sound like
an adult, but don’t take me so
seriously yet. I still have a few
weeks left, and a couple more
sentences. So what the hell?
Nipple, nipple, nipple! If you
start acting too seriously, you
can always go back. But how
many chances do you really have
to go forward? Never miss an
opportunity.
Ah, dear old FU. The times
were fun, but sadly, they’ve
come to an end. Alas, mourn not
my passing, fellow travelers, for
I was never once God’s gift to
Fontbonne. As the contract
clearly stated, I was only just a
loan.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR...
While I will still write and serve as an editor next semester, this is my
last Fontbanner as Editor-in-Chief. It has been a challenging year, but 1
have to say this has been one of the most rewarding experiences I have
had at Fontbonne.
I want to say thank you to so many people for helping the paper and
myself out this year. I couldn’t do my job without them and words
cannot express how much I appreciate their work and effort (I hope I
don’t forget anyone!):

The head editorial staff: Sara Lubbes, Sean Cummins, Patrick Cassin,
Beth Miller, Kristin SouthBryan Smith, and Jamar Love. I was lucky to
work with so many intellligent, motivated people. You will all be
successful at whatever you do-just believe in yourselves and your
talent.

Jason Sommer, professor of English and Fontbanner adviser-thank you
for allowing me the opportunity to have this position. I am a better
writer, leader, editor, and designer thanks to your guidance.

All the reporters from the fall and spring semesters-there are too many
to name, but you all know who you are! Thank you for all of your hard
work and effort-the paper was absolutely outstanding!
Mark Douglas, assistant professor of fine arts. Thank you for being the
Fontbanner “Mac” expert and for your advice and assistance-I would
have been tempted to throw a computer out the window if it wasn’t for

your help!

Sue Ebenreck and Cheryl Burrus, administrative assistants for the
English & Communications Department-thank you for your constant
support and words of encouragement-and for the holiday goodies!

Chris Gill, director of student activities; Gary Zack, VP of finance and
administration; and the Information Technology Department-thank you
for your help, assistance and expertise!
And finally, thank you to the Fontbonne community for reading the
paper every month and for assisting us in writing stories. Our hearts and
souls go into the Fontbanner and we appreciate your support year after

year.
Colene McEntee, Editor-in-Chief

Fred “the plant” in
the Business
Office turns 40 on
June 15,2003

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY,
FRED!
“Email,” from page 15
work on not passing them on,”
Gambaro said, expressing hope
for the future.
Gambaro’s promise will
bring a much brighter attitude to
people with extreme hate for for
wards, such as sophomore Sheila
Rentmeester, who expresses a
desire for vengeance. “When I
receive these emails, usually
from a person down the hall, it
makes me want to go bash their
door for hours on end and annoy
them in the same way that they
have annoyed me,” Rentmeester

said. “Obviously this is a big
problem that has only one solu
tion: banish forwards forever! If
we work together to fight for a
cure, we will not only save time,
but also our sanity.”
What are some suggested
alternatives to this forward mad
ness? Peel a grape. Pluck a
chicken. Frolic in the Meadow.
As a last resort, do some home
work. Anything that prevents
the corruption of our young, col
legiate minds and keeps our
inbox forward-free.

